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SEVEN SERMONS, &c.

SERMON I.

Delivered at the Bank-meeting House^ in Phi"

ladelphia^ Second Month ^ 1786.-

—

Taken in

short-hand by Joseph Sansom*

THOUGH thousands may fall on the right

hand, and tens of thousands on the left, I am

glad in feeling a renewed confirmation that

the Lord is the same, and the Truth is the

same ; as it was in the beginning, so it is now,

and through all the vicissitudes of time and

of the periods of eternity it must remain so.

Man may change, and does change, and va-

rious inventions and abundance of graven

images, the workmanship of men's hands, are

from age to age presenting themselves ; but

neither all the inventions of men, nor all the

scoffings of the despisers, can lessen the dig-

nity, excellency andglory of the Truth ; yet,
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however, great and marvellous have been the

exertions of Omnipotent Power and everlast-

ing Goodness, that all might come to know

what Truth is, and believe in it ; yet so it is,

that many that have professed the Christian

name, and are professing it, remain yet in

darkness, in blindness ; and may with great

propriety enquire as Pilate did, " What is

Truth r" This is not, friends, because of

any deficiency on the side of everlasting

Mercy and Goodness ; buli because we have

shut our eyes that we might not see ; stopped

our ears, that we might not hear ; and hard-

ened our hearts, that we might not under-

stand : being carried away with airy imagi-

nations, with vain speculations, and subtle

reasoning, |)ie wovJc of pur soul's enemy

;

3nd have not sought Truth where, only and

Silone it is to be. found. For all thy re-

Bearche? will end jn disappointment, vexa-

tion and trouble, unless thou timely enquire

jn the temple of thine own heart, in reverent

awfuJ siillnesb and quiet, before the Lord

:



be even concerned to " enter into thy closet,

and shut to the door," ask for strength of the

Lord to keep thine heart from wandering,

and there thou shalt indeed feel to thy com-

fort, that the Lord is nearer than thou believ-

ed or thought for. "What is Truth ?" "I am

the way the Truth and the Life," said our dear

Lord ! Have you known him so friends ? It is

often a serious enquiry with me ; have I known

him so ? Hast thou felt in thine own heart in

secret, the Lord Jesus by his spirit, shewing

unto thee the way j calling thee into all truth ;

for none are left without witness, all having

received, in infinite mercy, an unction from

the Holy One ; and this anointing which yc

have received, this is Truth, and it is no lie.

It is the spirit of the Lord Jesus, who after

sujTering many things for the sake of poor

lost man, ascended on high, led captivity,

captive, and gave gifts unto men. O friends,

prize these gifts
;
prize the infinite mercy,

and goodness of God, in that he has thus fa-

voured you ; dedicate them to his honour,

A 2
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offer up your all in obedience to the openings

di divine light in your minds. Let no sub-

tle reasonings persuade thee (till it be indeed

too late) to wander from the truth as the

Lord has placed it in thy heart for thy direc-

tion. The Lord Jesus has ascended up on

high, and after the flesh we see him no more :

but not so with respect to tlie feeling of his

grace and good spirit, which he promised to

fiend, or to pray the father that he would send

;nto the hearty of all men ; that should lead

them and guide thein into all truth.

Let us not, friends, be of those whom he

foresaw would not receive him ;
" but the

world cannot receive me," was his own de-

claration, the world cannot receive it. Not-

withstanding the exertions of his power, and

the many wonderful works which he has

done, even in our day, there arc many that

will not behold. '<• Yet hath he visited, and

|jrought sons from afar, and daughters from

the ends of the earth ;" causing the eyes of

the blind to behold, the deaf car to be unstop-
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ped, and the tongue that was dumb before

him, to shew forth his praise. These are the

marvellous works of the invisible power of

the Lord our God ; and truly, I have admir-

ed in my silent wating upon him, at the con-

tinued goodness, mercy and love of him,

that hath so wrought for many thousands j

that day after day he is filling the hungrv'

with meat, and constraining them, not for

any thing that they have from the people, oi-

that is theirs ; for v/e covet no man's silver or

gold, or any thing that is his ; we desire noi

the applause of men, nor to please man, for

if we please men, then, as the Apostle de-

clares, we shall not be the servants of Christ.

O that every mercy of the Lord may be effec-

tual to the promotion of the great and glorious

work he designs for some of you ; some of

you dearyoung people, he designs should knov/

the Truth, should see the safety, peace and qui-

et there is in it, and should walk to his praise

^within the holy limits thereof. All within

the sacred bounds of unchangeable Truth, i::.
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peace and quiet. Those that have in measure
' found the Truth, and lived in it, they ai-e

made witnesses for this thing, that they have

indeed, when commotions and tempests from

without, have threatened to assail and over-

v/helm their habitations, a storm would in-

deed bear down all, if the L,ord's hand were

not underneath ; these, I say, they know

Jerusalem to be a quiet habitation, that not

alt the tempests from without can invade ; a

quiet habitation they may retire to and find

safety. O ! friends, seek for it. I labour

honestly to discharge myself amongst this

people, the Lord knoweth, whom above all

things I desire to serve and to live in favour

with.

My heart is comforted often times in our

meetings, in believing, that the Lord's hand

hath not been stretched forth in vain, but some

are, one here and another there, dirough the

continuance of his goodness, drawing day by

day, into a nearer and more perfect acquaint-

mcc with him.



O my dear friends ! may we unite in an

holy travail, with and for one another, that

none of those whom the Lord hath peculiarly

chosen from among the people ; brought them

forth with a high hand, and an outstretched

arm, may by any means fall by the way, or

turn their backs in the day of battle. We
know friends, that it is a warfare ; there can be

no victory without a warfare ; and it is known

to be a continual warfare. There is no time

for thee, or me, to lie down at ease, or put off

the armour : there is no time friends for this :

but the business is, as much as in us lies, to

labovir that we keep on the holy armour of

light, that we may be able to see, and to

withstand all the subtle persuasions of an un-

wearied adversary.

Possess yourselves in patience, dear friends

;

and wait daily young men and young women,

wait daily in the. temple ; when your hands

are upon your necessary employments, or^

wherever you may be : wait, to know your

strength renewed in him, whom at seasons
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you have embraced :
" the chiefest among

ten thousand," and have been wilUng, and

able to say through the aboundings of his

goodness, " my beloved is mine, and I am
his."

O keep your places, dear friends, in the

innocence, and littleness, and blessed sim-

plicity of the ever glorious Truth, as you have

known it and seen it to be in the Lord Jesus.

Do not let the swerving aside ofmany froiu the

right way of the Lord, be any discouragement

to you. The Lord will shew himself strong on

the side of the righteous ; and, however,

many may wander in bye-ways and crooked

paths, and refuse to follow the Lord in the

way of his leadings, he will be with his devo-

ted children, and not an hair of their heads

ghall fall to the ground without his permis-

sion. " See the lilits how they toil not, nei-

ther do they spin :" Now friends, here is

encouragement ; for it is net through any ac-

quirement of ours, or through any works of

righteousness Vvhich we have done, or can do.
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but all is of the Lord, who has worked, and

will work, both in us and for us, to his own

praise. " See the lilies how they toil not,

neither do they spin ; yet verily, I say unto

vou, Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed

like one of these : doth God so clothe the

grass of the field, which to day is, and to

morrow is cast into the oven ? How much

more shall .he clothe you, O ye of little

faith!

Be encouraged, therefore, friends, from the

many gracious promises, which are and will

be " yea and amen for ever ;" " Heaven

and eaith may pass away, but my words can-

not pass away."

The Lord's arm hath been, and ever will

be secretly and invisibly underneath, to bear

up the heads of his children in every genera-

tion ; and when they pass through the fire,

and through the waters, they know his ever-

lasting goodness to sustain. Oh ! hold fast

your confidence friends, " Be ye faithful

unto death, and I will give you j\ crow^n of



life." Look forward to that happy time ; a few
days will terminate the warfare of the young-

est of us now present, a few days compared

to that eternal after scene to which wx arc-

hastening. Cast your care upon the Lord,

trust in him alone, upon the beloved of your

souls ; he is able, yea, and will do for us as

he has done for many thousands : " He will

lead his own forth, and go before them, anrl

give unto them eternal life, and none shall be

nble to pluck them out of his hand."

SERMON IL

:De/hcrcdat the Bcrtik-meethi^ House, m Phi-

hidelphta^ Second month, 1786 Taken hi

nhort-hand by Joseph Sanson.

I do hope that none of us may suffer our-

selves to be so deceived, as to suppose that any
of those who may have rccei\'ed the word of

reconciliation to preach to the people, can
make it a l-ght eas}; matter to open i\\S\^



IS

mouths professedly as ambassadors for Christ

;

for however multiplied the Lord's favours

have been unto his people, even through his

faithful servants, who have laboured above all

things to stand in favour and acceptance with

him, and in all devotion of heart, to what they

have believed his divine requiring j yet, per-

suaded I am, that every true and living mini-

ster of the gospel, is sensible, that it is a

solemn weighty thing to be true sei-vants ;

they are often encompassed about with many

doubts and fears, feeling their own infirmities

;

and their portion is often to go down into bap-

tism in these meetings, and to stand as with their

feet in the bottom of Jordan for the people's

sakes ; and it is in fear and trembling that I

address you now, friends ; but, my mind has

been solidly thoughtful respecting a state like

that which one of the sacred writers spoke of,

that "professing themselves wise, they became

fools." There is abundance of head know-

ledge, and the vforld's wisdom, which some

b-ave laboured hard to attain, and )'et have
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been void of the true wisdom ; for as one of

the servants of Jesus has written, so I believe

there are two .kinds of wisdom. The wis-

dom that is from above, and the wisdom that

is from beneath : widely different in their ef-

fects upon the hearts of the people ; the wis-

dom that is from beneath " is earthly, sensual

and devilish." But the wisdom that is from

above, is pure, is gentle, easy to be entreated,

full of mercy and full of good works. There

can hardly be any present that have grown

to an age capable of reflecting on religious

things, but must have found at seasons, that

they had two spirits striving in them for the

mastery. I know for myself, that I have

often felt in my ovai experience, that when I

would do good evil has been present with me,

and that I was not able to perform those things

which mine eyes had seen to be most consist-

ent with my peace ; and there is no way,

friends, to gain wisdom, or strengdi, to be

able to be comprehend and to observe those

things that the Lord is requiring at our hands.
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I say, rfiat there is no way but that which

was pointed to formerly, " If any man lack

wisdom let him ask it of God," who is the

inexhaustible fountain of all true wisdom and

knowledge ; but, while men are not trusting

in him, but leaning to their own understand-

ings, though they may profess themselves to

be wise, they are certainly to be ranked among

fools, not having the true wisdom.

Lean not to thine own understanding, nor

to thine own acquirements, but if thou

wouldst be instructed in heavenly knowledge,

learn to be divested of thy own reasonings,

and suffer the Lord to work in thee and for

thee ; persuaded I am, friends, that many

v/ho are now supposing themselves wise,

would be favoured to see, as they waited up-

on the Lord, that all the world's wisdom is

foolishness, and would feel it and see it so,

from the effects of it, which are indeed earth-

ly and sensual, not raising the mind and af-

fections up unto God ; but drawing men

down in their affections unto things which are
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earthly and temporal, and can by no means

produce that peace of mind, that precious

holy quiet, that the true wisdom which com-

eth from God doth. For all these things,

however, we may arrive at a great degree of

the world's knowledge, and a great deal of

its outward possessions, and be highly es-

teemed among the people ; be not only wise in

our own eyes, but wise in the eyes of others ;

all these things are not able to satisfy the crav-

ings of an immortal soul j not on solid seri-

ous reflection, to afl"ord it one moment's true

peace. Oh ! then, may we be entreated to

seek for, and pray for that wisdom that

Cometh down from heaven, and is the gift of

God in boundless mercy to poor bewildered

man, who indeed without it is only to be

compared to his wearisome pilgrimage, in his

travel through a land of pits and of snares,

which are daily and hourly laid for his feet

:

I say, such as have not received a measure

of this wisdom, or are not careful to live in

it, they may only be compared to a vessel at
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sea in a tempest, having neither pilot nor

compass, and every hour in danger of being

wrecked ; for there is nothing, friends, that

can lead or direct us in the paths of peace,

where the soul may be at rest in itself, but

that wisdom which cometh down from God,

and which he giveth liberally unto such as

seek him : and the eiFects of his wisdom is

experienced by such as have received it, yea^

and it is made evident to those who behold

them, that whatever might have been their

former condition, they are measurablybecome,

according as they have been obedient to the

openings of the heavenly vision on their

minds, they have become more pure, more

gentle, more easy to be entreated, fuller of

mercy and fuller of good works.

I feel the need I have daily to watch over

my own steps ; and that we have a continued

unvrcaried enemy, seeking to deceive and be-

tray ; to lead those who have been in eminent

mercy turned into the paths of true wisdom,

back again into evil : take heed to yourselves^
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fvicnds, prize the measure you have receiv-.

cd, and live in obedience to the smallest inti-

mations of his will ; and persuaded I am, the

Lord will iiivour you with an increase of wis-

dom, and with an increase of knowledge, in

things which are everlastingly enriching and

glorious : We shall be made partakers of

those excellent things held forth in the scrip-

tures, as we are devoted to live in the true

wisdom. According to our devotion and

-sincerity of heart, we shall know the Lord,

the Son of Righteousness, to arise higher and

higher ; l3Ut the unfaithful, and those who

will not adhere to the openings and breaking

forth of the morning light, and in the small

ability they have received, travel forward

in the light of Christ, these are not likely to

be approved, they are not likely to know

the day to rise higher ar.d higher : it is

a progressive work, friends, and there is no

one present, I believe, that dare to say, I have

proved the extent and depth of redeeming

ovc ; I know how fur it can go ; by na
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means, we are not in this situation, but let us

labour that we may attain to be greater profici-

ents in the school of Christ, that so the gov-

ernment may rest upon his shoulders, whose

right is to rule and to reign in the hearts of

men. O ! then, friends, we should indeed ex-

perience him to be the Prince of Peace, and

we should walk safely under his holy banner,

witnessing from time to time an increase of

faith, hope, and love, towards him ; and our

affections to be more and more raised up and

set on things above, where he sitteth ; for

this is the effect, friends, of a faithful travelling

forward in the light of Christ, as it gradually

opens in our minds ; we shall neither be

standing still nor going backward, but mov-

ing gently forward in the care of our soul's

salvation ; for he has been found to those who

have enlisted under his banner, to be the

chiefest among ten thousand ; a wonderful

Counsellor, a mighty God, and a Prince of

Peace. And I believe with the holy prophet,

vAio wiis inspired by the X-ord, to declare
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the gospel clay, yea, more largely than any

we have an account of ; I believe with him,

that of the increase of his government and of

his peace, there never shall be an end. O that

we, friends, may submit to the gospel power,

not shrinking back at the various discourage-

ments that from time to time appear in oiu*

view, but having faith in him, and confi-

dence in his everlasting power ; trust in the

Lord with thy whole heart, and then there

will be no danger ; but that whatever besets

thee in thy passage through time, thou wilt be

conducted in safety, and, in the conclusion

thou wilt be favoured to lay down thy head

in peace with Christ.
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SERMON III.

The two folloxving- Sermons were delivered

at Hounsditch Meeting-house^ London^ on

Thhd-daij evenings Seventh Month 19th^

1796.

—

Taken in short-hand by Job Sibly,

I therefore, prisoner of the Lord, beseech you, that ye
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called:,

with all Ic'wliness and meekness, with long suffering, for-

bearing ''ne another in love. Endeavouring to keep the

unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. Their is one body
and one spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your

calii'g; one Lord, one faith, one baptism: one God and
Faiher of all : who is above all, and through all, and ia

you all.— Ephes. iv. 1—6.

These words, or nearly these, were the ex=

pressions of one of the Apostles, which have

taken hold of my mind since I last sat down,

and they have bi*ought with them the remem-

brance of the unwearied labours of the primi-

tive believers for the preservation of the unity

of spirit in the bond of peace ; that there might

be no rents or schisms found among us, and

that being called with the same hope as they

were called, we all might be found one in

kim in whom t|;iey have believed. And I
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believe, my friends, that it ought to be the

4:oncern of every Gospel Minister this day.

Indeed I can say, when my mind is most

encouraged with hopes, the most ardent

desire that I feel is, that notwithstanding

there have many divisions taken place, yet

the Lord ma}^ again so reveal himself to his

professing visible Church, as to bring us all

back into Unity of Spirit in the bonds of un-

speakable peace. And I have no doubt in my
mind, but that every jot and tittle of the pro-

phetic declaration of the Lord's Servant, will

in due time be fulfilled ; that the Church will

at length be one, and her name one ; they

ivill all speak the same language, and the

watchmen will all see eye to eye.

And it may, my friends, be brought about

by a variety of circumstances, unfathomable

to human wisdom ; for indeed all human wis-

dom is confounded in searching the things of

God. But the glorious dispensation wherein

wc live, whenever and wherever it is submit-

ted to, produces the same effect as it did in
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the beginning ; it confounds the wisdom of

the wise ; it brings to nought the understand-

ing of the prudent ; so that no ixcsh shall glo-

ry in the Lord's presence ; that no man might

say that others teach him ; but that, by God's

holy spirit, he was enabled to search the d^ep

things of the mystery of his glorious kingdom.

This is my faith ; and it remains to be very

evidently so. Human wisdom is sufficient in

many respects for our accomodations through

this temporary abode ; it may keep us in

some degree of rectitude ; and amongst men

it may also conduce gready to the happiness

of individuals ; and if closely attended to, it

may be of service to nations and kingdoms.

But when we speak of it, as fathoming the

everlasting mystery of God's kingdom, I be-

lieve we shall always be short.

It is not—it cannot be, that through the

fallen wisdom of man, he can take in the know-

ledge of things divine and spiritual. It was

not so in the primitive Church, though- Paul

v/as a great man, who v/as brought up at tli^/
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feet of Gamaliel ; and was skiaul in all the

learning of his times ; it v.-as not this learning

that made him a minister of the Gospel ; for

by this, and while he continued merely sub-

ject to, and under the dominion of this wis-

dom, he was a persecutor of those that

preached, and lived in the faith, as it is in

Jesus Christ. And what made him a mini-

ster then ? Why ; when it pleased God, said

he, in revealing his Son, Jesus Christ, he

was not disobedient, he was not gainsaying

to the will of God ; but when he believed

himself called in this manner, he went forth,

but not with the enticing words of man's wis-

dom ; l^ut in the foolishness of the Cross.

For though he was a great and learned man,

he was first, before he could be a great man in

the promoting of the truth of the gospel upon

earth, he was first to be reduced, he was first

alarmed ; and the first lesson which all ought

to learn is, If anv man v.'ill be wise let him

first become a fool. If any man believe, or

aifiV, that he knows anv things. Iv kno^^'s no-
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thing' as he ought to know ; for so says the

Apostle.

Now, my friends, it may appear very ex-

traordinary doctrine, at this time of day, but

it was such as the Apostles preached, such as

they had approved, and by means of which

they obtained the ministry of reconciliation,

which they had received, and first were

taught ; that no nian could know of the things

that God had sent, but by the spirit of God,

who revealed it to them ; this was the founda-

tion of their learning in the school of Christ,

and otherfoundation can no man lay than that

tvhich has been already laid. This I am per-

suaded of in my own mind, that we must all^

not only the ministers, but all those who
would have a part in Christ, that would in-

deed enjoy an inheritance with him—they

must all be taught of him and learn of him
;

they must lean upon his arm, the glorious and

blessed deliverer of his people ; they must

have their exalted imaginations cast down ;

they must know and feel the power of his
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word, to bring them into humility, that they

may be taught of him. And I believe there

is an assent to the truth of this in many solid

seeking minds that are now present. Though

human learning and science in itself, when

properly applied for the purjooses which it is

fitted and designed for, are by no means to be

despised ; na)', when those who are qualified

with what is called a liberal education, are,

by the influence of the spirit of Jesus Christ,

brought down into a true Christian state, they

may be eminently qualified for the promoting

of truth and righteousness in their day. So

that I would not have you mistake. We
make a distinction it is true : but when the

Lord unites them, when he lays his hand

upon those that have many advantages in the

world, he may make them greater instru-

ments in his hand. But I may also say, that

some of the greatest ornaments that ever I

have known in the Church of Christ, who I

believe were qualified for the preaching of

die Gospel in the demonstration of the spirit
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and of power, have been even among those

that have had little advantages of this kind.

As it was in the beginning, the same eternal

power reigns ; the God that commanded light

to shine out of darkness having shone in their

hearts, they dwelled and abode in those vo-

cations wherewith they were called, and they

have become ornaments in the church, and

dignified ministers of Christ. But, my
friends, what I most want is, to see the peo-

ple brought back again in essential matters ;

(I believe that many of all denominations be-

lieve in the rcvelatibn of the spirit of the God

of peace) and to instruct them in the way to

everlasting peace, and to wait for it, and to

receive it. There are many sheep, as Christ

said, who hear my voice, and I know them

and they follow me, though they may be little

known of the world. '^ My sheep they' hear

my voice, and I know them, and they follow

me ; and I will give them eternal life, and

none shall be able to pluck them out of ;iiy

hands. My father who gave them to me^
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Ls greater than all, and none shall be able to

pluck them out ofmy heavenly father's hands."

O ! that you my dear fellow pilgrims and Chris-

tians of every rank, and of every name, may

experimentally know that you have need of

Christ, then, though you may be hidden from

the world, yet the Lord knoweth, the Lord

heareth your prayers, the Lord will magnify

his power for your redemption and deliver-

ance ; and no other arm can deliver you from

the power of death and hell. This I believe ^

and let us, my friends, be laying aside all con-

troversies about those things which have so

long oppressed Christianity by contention,

needless and unprofitable contention. I think

you will unite with me in saying this has been

the case. O ! how much needless and un-

profitable contention there has been in the

Church of Christ, in the professing church of

Christ ; for if it had been true and solid—^the

foundation in Christ—there would have been

no such contention ; this is my faith ; they

. would have been united in b9nds of peace fvnd
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union for ever j they would have harmoni-

zed ; the same' divine spirit would have spoken

nearly the same language in all ; there would

have been no room for contention ; there

would have been no necessity for contention,

if the Church of Christ had kept hold of the

foundation which God laid in Sion ; and if

they had remembered the rock upon which he

declared he would build his Church, there

w^ould have been a different appearance. Now
I believe the same divine Lord is offering, in

everlasting mercy to all men, to bring them

back again into this bond of fellowship, to put

an end to all rents and divisions, to ail contra-

dictions and persecutions, to the end of the

world. And what .- 1 desire v;£ry much, is,

that all people may have faith in God, and in

the revelation of his spirit, so as not to let us

depart from the ancient doctrine. It is here

the Church of Christ has been erring ; by de-

parting from this ancient doctrine which never

was, by all that we can find in the v/hole New
Testament, designed to be changed. There

c 2



never was to be another way, nor another dis-

pensation to after ages, than was granted and

given to the primitive believers. This I am

bold to declare.

There was to be no new way into the sheep-

fold, but that way Christ himself declared.

" I am the door into the sheep-fold. By me,

if any man enter, he shall go in and out and

find pasture." Well then, it is for this we sit

down and wait in silence, that we may know

the promises which are yea and amen for ever

;

that we may know the fulfilling of that which

Christ has promised ; to be with his church to

the end of the world. *' Lo I am with you al-

way—to the end of the world." And for the

fulfilment of this promise there are many, I

am persuaded, that not only wait seriously in

silence, but are waiting and meditating upon

God, and that be of the same opinion I am,

it being the way, the most effectual way, to

be taught of this glorious mystery, which

God, in the riches of his mercy, teaches to

all those that love him. But men are carried
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away too much with practices they have been

long accustomed to ; we are more filled with

prejudices ; and we have a great deal less

charity about us than some would suppose

themselves to have. We do not judge with

that candour and impartiality we ought ; nor

think of things even of the highest importance

as we ought to do ; as wise men and wise wo-

men, as heirs of immortality and eternal life»

Now I believe here is a large number present,

who really are enquiring after the truth,

and who are solicitous that they may knov/

the truth and be established in it, more than

they are to be of any names or forms.

Well, I believe there are those who are

God's favourite children, under a variety of

forms and observations, that I for my own

part feel by no means to be essentially neces»

sary to believe of any importance, nor possi-

tively commanded to be continued. For

when the soul is in love with God, he has found

the living and eternal substance of all the

shadows, and all the figures that ever were ii^



the world, it has no need of elementary

things ; Why, my friends, there were many

types and figures in former dispensations that

were commanded for a time, and they are

said to be a school master to bring to Christ ;

who nailed the hand-writing of ordinances to

the Cross.

But let every man be persuaded in his own

mind ; let every man attend to the light of

Christ in his conscience ; and follow the dic-

tates of it fully and faithfully. If thou believ-

est with all thine heart, that it is thy duty in

the sight of God to be plunged into water in

the name of the Father, Son and holy Ghost,

according to thy faith so be it to thee, let no

man condemn thee. Nevertheless, I believe,

that when the substance of all types is fully

found and felt, when he reigns in his king-

dom of the heart, when he seats himself

there, and when we have to partake of that

bread which came down from heaven, we

have no need of elementary things ; for that



?^AVERY S SERMONS. 33

is sufficient for the soul to nourish it up to

eternal life.

There were in the beginning many of the

primitive believers who continued for a sea-

son in abundance of observations ; they were

even loath to renounce the dispensations that

were passed away by the coming of Christ

;

and even when Christ's Kingdom was come

into the hearts of them that received it, and

when he had finished his work his father had

given him to do, and brought in the glorious

dispensation, by which men might draw nigh

to God ; even then there were some of the

Apostles that thought it was necessary to use

circumcision ; they could not leave off educa-

tion, they could not leave all at once those

forms they had been accustomed to. Not

so when it was brought to the council at Jeru-

salem ; they, according as they felt and un-

derstood matters, reasoned concerning them

;

they heard one another in the great council

of Jerusalem. But what was the result of

this council ? Why, it clearly came to almost



34 savery's sermons.

an end of all these things ; and the day of

Christ, it appeared, was advanced ; they did

not think these things necessar}^ They said, it

seemeth good to lay upon you no greater bur-

den than that ye abstain from fornication,

from things offered to idols, from things

strangled, and from blood; these were all

that the council at Jerusalem laid upon be-

lievers—to observe no greater burden ; and

some of which at this day are not accounted

to be any more necessary than the washing of

one another's feet was ; though our Saviour

did do this to manifest though he was Lord

of all, he was even in the form of a Servant

of all, and condescended in the depth of hu-

mility to vv-ash his disciple's feet. Here was

a great example and pattern. ** And he

commanded them strictly (if we literally take

the expressions of Scripture) as I your Lord

and master have washed your feet, so wash

ye one another's feet."

Nevertheless, I believe these were outward

signs, ivnd manifested Christ's humility, which
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he wished them to pattern after in the whole

of their conduct, and tenor of their lives ; not

confined to washing of feet only, but that they

might be servants to one another. " Let him

that will be great amongst you be the servant

of all." O that ye, my friends, may set

aside all the contentions concerning these

things ; let every man be persuaded in his

own mind. But let us come to essential

things, those things without which no man
can be saved ; let us search more after things

that are certain, great, and fundamental points

of doctrine; which I believe not only those

that profess a faith in Christ, but that all men,

of all nations, of every kingdom, tongue, and

people—people that have the fewest advanta-

ges amongst the race of mankind, yet they

have had this one advantage. The Lord has

written his Law in their hearts, he has fulfill-

ed his promise that he declared to his pro-

phet, " I will write my law in their hearts, I

will place it in their inward parts ;" so that

when we talk of men as of different nations^
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we shall find that they all agree, if they are

men really seeking after the truth, and after

that foundation which will bear them outwhen

they come to put off mortality.

All men will acknowledge that the work of

righteousness is peace, and the effect of right-

eousness, is quietness to the soul, and assur-

ance for ever. All men acknowledge this. I

have been amongst some men that have been

cajled the most barbarous names, as savages.

I have spent a great deal of time with them ;

aye, so-me vionths^ and I found they had not

been instructed, they had not had the great ad-

Vantage that we have. The preaching of the

Gospel was little known amongst them ; yet

clear outlines of what the Gospel of Jesus

Christ requires,were written upon their hearts

;

they could say in terms of equal importance,

verily there is a reward to the righteous, ve-

rily there is a God that judgeth in the earth,

verily we are accountable beings, verily there

is a state of immortality ; there is a blessed

and happy one for those that, according to the
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best of their knowledge, serve the great Spirit

in this world ; who do no wrong to their

neighbour, who live in God's fear, who lift up

their hearts to him and implore his assistance.

These are the sentiments the wild inhabitants

of America are taught, whom we are pleased

to call barbarians : so that (I believe) if men

would keep to the foundation, if they would

not scatter hither and thither after a variety of

non-essential things, they would sooner be

brought into greater harmony and union. For

there is but one God over all, who is above

all, and through all, and in you all ! Aye,

may some say, is he in us all f Why, there is

nothing more continually enforced upon us,

in all the doctrine of the New Testament

than God and Christ in us the hope of Glory

;

*and I believe this is not a time for those who

have the benefit of reading the Scriptures to

deny this ; it is a great benefit, a peculiar ad-

vantage which God has favoured us with,

who profess the name of Christ ; it would be

a great advantage to some of you, my j^oung-
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friends, were you more acquainted therewith,

if there was more dehght in reading the Scrip-

tures than there is in the present generation,

and less dehght in reading those things that

make a jest of heaven and hell, of God, and

all things serious ; I believe it would be a

great advantage to many of the rising youth.

I know that I for many years so abused my
time in reading novels, romances, plays, and a

variety of ti-umpery of this kind, that I had no

relish for the Scriptures ; and when I was

brought to read the words, they were a sealed

book to me ; I saw nothing in them, I had no

delight in them ; I would take them up and

lay them doAvn, and knew nothing of their val-

ue.—So it is with many ; it is so with an

abundance, both in Europciand America ;

—

much time is spent upon trifles ; upon those

things that, instead of giving any real solid en-

joyment, only tend to banish all those rational

and well-founded pleasures and enjoyments

which the Christian experiences?

This is my testimony, because I know what

I S07J, I was for a number of years a slave to
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them : I know where they led me to^ and I

know where they led mefrom. But thanks be

to God, there is something which all men may
experience, that will set their souls at rest

;

that will relieve them from any anxiety after

every burden of the passing hour.

A man that loves to contemplate, (and it is

truly consistent with the dignity of a rational

being, that is here for a few years, and pre-

sently makes his exit and is seen no more) a

man that can devote his leisure hours, to

contemplate the nobility of his rank in creati-

on, the majesty and greatness of that adorable

Being, who created all things by the word of

his power, and who can contemplate that glo-

rious scene that awaits the righteous, has more

real e^ijoymentthan all the pleasures ushered

into the world. And this I am persuaded of,

that a private sober meditation, and an even-

ing's walk of a wise man, thus informed, is

indeed the highest gratification that noble and

rational beings, as we are, can enjoy. And
that is wherein I want you, my young friends,

to set out right. In the early part of your
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youth, Search the Scriptures ; they are books

of mestimable value. One of the gr. at men of

this nation, who some ages ago was preparing

to die, when he came to lay down his head

upon his bed of sickness, and saw the awful

hour of death was come—What were his la-

mentations and expressions ? Why he said,

I that I had served my God as faithfully as

1 have sei-yed my king ; it Avould have been

better for me now ! He had been a great and

famous statesman. Now, my friends, this

was his experience, and it may not be incom-

patible with the Christian. Another of the

same kind, whom I do not now recollect, but

it was another man of eminence, that said, if

he had his time to go over again in this world,

he would ^pend mucl) of it in reading David's

Psalms, and Paul's Epistles. And I wish

you, my young friends, in this employ. Then

you would find for yourselves, that the doc-

trine therein contained would lead you to

God's kingdom. You would find indeed that

God was ni^h unto you. " He is not," says
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Paul, " afar off from any one of you, for in

him ye move and have your being." This

was their constant testimony. Nay, before

the coming of Jesus Christ, they acknowledg-

ed his divinity. And shall we go back and

say it is no such thing ?—-Did not Socrates

and Seneca, and many others, acknowledge

the divinity was he that led them: that shewed

them that they v/ere immortal, and caused

them to aspire after those things that would

recommend them to the notice of God, and to

great and everlasting peace ? O ! my friends,

there are a cloud of witnesses from generation

to generation that the Lord has raised up in

this manner to declare to the people, that He
it was, and He it is, who is the true teacher of

all wisdom, of all that wisdom which cometh

down from him, which is pure, peaceable,

gentle, and easy to be entreated, full of mercy,

full of good fruit ; and it is by this wisdom

that we should be brought into the harmony

that I have been speaking of. O ! that men

would wait for it, that they would ask for it,

D 2
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and that there were more who practised re-

tirement in the world, and more sincerity of

heart even in our prayers ! for what is it to

be saying " Lord, Lord," from the cradle to

the grave ? If we are not desirous to be

taught of him, and to do his will, what will it

signify ? Many in the hurry of life do not

consider him sufficiently, but when they are

brought to lay down upon a sick bed ; O !

how changed do things appear, in how differ-

ent a point of view. I have been before ma-

ny at death ; I have visited the chambers of

those that have been penitent ; I have heard

their expressions ; many a time have I seen

the work of the Lord upon them : How it

hath changed them ! One of the brightest

young men that ever I knew, I may say, the de-

light of his acquaintance
;
yea the pride of all

gay company, who was the life, or as some

say, the soul of every place he visited ; for

his gaiety, humour, and wit—O ! the Loi*d

in his wisdom did not suffer him to remain in

this way, but laid his hand upon him ; and
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laid him upon a sick bed, and when he was

there, such was the state of this bright young

man, that, when he was brought to see that he

had not many days to continue in this stage,

he required to see some whom he thought

were religious, and when he saw them, O !

how his heart was tortured ! and what were

his expressions ? why upon this wise, " I^

(says he) have seen abundance ; I know men

and things, I have passed through and been at

different Courts, I have tasted a great deal of

what the world calls enjoyments in this earth ;

I have been educated in some religious prin-

ciples ; but I saw that they were too narrow

for me, they confined me too much, there was

not room and liberty enough for me ; I read

BoLiNGBROKE, HuME, and Paine, and I had

almost encouraged myself therein. But now
it has pleased the Lord to bring me upon this

bed of sickness ; I know I have a Physician,

but no medical aid can help me now, my
friends." I went to him, . I found him wet

with tears ; he told mc his former compani-s



44 savery's sermons.

ons neglected him ; and he said, if they had

not neglected me, they would have yielded me

no comfort ; they would have been stings to

my conscience, and as daggers to my heart,

because I have been in their state. Now,

said he, what would you have me do in this

situation ? O, said he, I want to believe, but

I have been so dark, and encouraged these

principles so long, that I cannot believe as I

ought to do. Well, this was truly a sorrow-

ful and affecting scene to rae, and so it would

have been to many if they had been present.

The Lord, no doubt, is rich in mercy, and I

trust he visited his soul, even the last few days

of his life ; and to him I commit it. I can-

not say that infinite Love did not even at that

late hour accept him. But O ! my friends,

let us, while we have strength and liberty, let

us with all our hearts apply them to those

things which will be something to lean upon in

huch an hour! For this indeed is the end of all

religion, talk of it as long as we may ; sotolive

as not to be afraid to die j that v^e may so die
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when it shall please the Lord to separate us

from this body, that we may live before him

for ever

!

SERMON IV.

There are certain obligations that are the

same in all nations and countries : and I would

not have you believe, my friends, that when I

spoke of the outward and typical things, such

as washing, such as abstaining from blood and

things strangled, which are not observed in

the present day by a large number of Chris-

tians, that I meant to censure any part of the

moral Law. No : I b lieve it never can be

dispensed with ; but the whole of those things

which the councils of Jerusalem forbade, are

forbidden in all nations as an eternal decree.

I thought I might so far explain upon this

head, as I do not know, my dear friends,

when it may please the Lord to bring me v/ith

you again. I feel my heart bound in affection
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to many of the Citizens of London, I wish

their everlasting welfare ; I seek not you,

nor any thing that is yours to myself ; but all

men and my own soul also, to God ;
' that we

may with reverence of soul seek him, if hap-

pily we may find him ; that those that are con-

vinced by the light of Christ in their conscien-

ces, of what their duty is to God, may, with

child-like submission and obedience to his

holy will, conform to it in all things ; for if

it has pleased God to enlighten thee in any

matter or thing, as soon as he is pleased to

shew thee what thou oughtest to do, and thou

neglectest thy duty therein, then thou becom-

est condemnable before him ; no man will be

condemned for that which God hath not

shewn him ; but I believe it is possible for men

to neglect the means of obtaining the know-

ledge of the will of God. Not being serious

enough, not seeking it in the way it is to be

found. Not asking wisdom ofhim who gives

liberally to all men and upbraidcth none.

Our all is at stake. If I am an enthusiast in
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theae things, the Lord preserve me an enthu-^

siast to the end of my days. I believe that

the whole world, and all the advantages that

any can obtain, will be indeed as the smallest

dust in the balance against the salvation of the

immortal soul : therefore it is that I am serious,

and concerned formyown soul and for those of

others. And I believe that ifthose who are con-

vinced of the ways of Truth and Righteous-

ness, if they with simplicity of soul acknow-

ledge the truth, and live in the truth of the

divine law, they will not only have a gladden-

ing hope of a glorious immortality in the

world to come ; but they v;ill also be favcHir-

ed with on hundred fold of peace and joy in

this life. I think I know it from some de-

gree of experience, I never knew what true

and real enjoyment was in the Lord's tempo-

ral blessings, till it pleased him to touch my
heart and bring me to a ^ense of my state,

and of obedience to him. I am firmly per-

suaded that way the Lord Jesus Christ

has cast up for those that will faially be heirs
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of his kingdom, is neither gloomy, rior im-

proper for ;i reasonable, sensiLle, dignified

mind to walk in ; there is liberty enough ;

there is room enough ; we do not want to

rob you of any thing ; neither did your Re-

deemer rmd Saviour, that was truly valuable

even in the enjoyment of the present world,

not of any temporal blessing which God has

granted ; the true and solia enjoyment of

them is found only by a truly religious

mind. O ! the glorious liberty there is in the

truth as it is in Jesus ! What are all the

opinions of men m comparison of it ? how

trifling, how light their senseless contra-

dictions : they are ever changing ! There is,

mv friends, a glorious and blessed liberty in

the truth as it is in J^sus, that I would to

God all men might enjoy ; that so his Church

might once more put on her beautiful gar-

ments : that all those uncharitable dispositi-

ons which are harboured by come, though I

liope in this enlightened day, not by a great

many, may be removed ; God is doing them
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away, seeking thus his own work ; he is abol-

ishing those things which kept us so long at a

distance secretly, and will bring thein to

nought ; this is my opinion ; and more and

more charity will prevail : let us cherish

let us with one accord be willing to live in

it, and to die in it ; then indeed shall we em-

brace one another as brethren. There will be

no such thing as hurting, or doing one another

an injury : the peaceable kingdom of Jesus

Christ our Saviour, being established and set

up in the hearts of men, would put an end to

WAR, and all the horrors appending to it in

the world. O ! that men might once more

embrace one another as brethren, and enjoy

the glorious liberty of children of one com-

mon family.
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SERMON V.

Delivered at the 3Ieeting-house of Friends^ in

Feter's Courts St. Martiii's Lane, London^

an First-day evening-, the 25th of Seventh

3Ionth, 1796,-~-*TaAe?i in short-hand bij

Job Sibly.

THE present is an age of many uncom-

mon events, and the curious observer will

not be inattentive to what they tend ; and in-

deed many are filled with conjectures where

these things will end. It is a day also,

wherein men of science have been exceeding-

ly curious in their researches ; they have

brought up some new and before unheard of

things to view : and probably some of them

may be turned to advantage to their country,

in ages to come, though they are not now al-

together usefully employed in the world.

But I have been thinking, my friends, of

one Science worth them all j for if men were

even to possess the power of counting all the

luminaries of heaven, and to measure die
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niagiiitude of all the heavenly bodies, even of

those that lay beyond the reach of the present

observers ; if they knew all the hidden ar-

cana of nature, what would it avail, if they

were destitute of the knowledge of God and

themselves ?

Know ye not your oxvn selves^?

So said the Apostle. A great lesson t

One of a later time had this reflection upon

it,

*' Man knoxo thyself^ enoughfor man to know.'^*'

Now I conceive^ my friends, here is a wide

field unexplained by many ; and wherein I ant

convinced the richest treasure is to be found ;

the most worthy of all knowledge ; viz. the

knowledge of God and ourselves. Yea '' to

know Thee the only true God, and Jesu«

Christ whom tliou hast sent, is life eternal.'''

Jesus the Son and sent of God. Well, my
friends, there is no doubt but that there are a

number present, who at times have been em-

ployed in this most important and serious en-

quiry. But there are many men who caij

* 3 Corinthians, xiii. 5.
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hpend day after day, and year after year, in

labour and search almost indefatigable, with-

out being wear}', in things that concern only

this short and uncertain state of being ; who

are not patient enough to devote the same

time, the same attention, the same dedication

of their faculties and powers which God has

given them, to the most important and enrich-

ing of all sciences.

And this is, my friends, what I have been

lamenting both in my own country and in this.

For I believe, as surely a^ the great Creator

and ruler of the universe has granted us pow-

ers and talents for the most glorious and dig-

nified purposes, so, I believe, that one day

all men will be brought to an account of their

.stewardship. The infidel in time of health

.smiles at this ! " But, (this I acknowledge)

though men may live fools, yet fools they

cannot die." Men, while they are diverting

themselves, in the passing enjoyments of the

present life, however vain and little, and be-

low the dignity of their nature, ma.y be so
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amused, and suffer them so to take up their

faculties and powers, that they may never be

in a capacity to think and feel sufficiently after

the most solid and important thing. Certain-

ly^ my friends, this is a cause of sorrow to

every thinking mind ; and I know that it is,

and ever must be, a cause of real affliction ta

every gospel minister, who believes in the

sacred and unchangeable truths v/hich have

every confirmation, that reasonable mindst

Gould dare to ask, or that v/as necessary for

the wise and beneficient God to give. (This,

is my faith.)—"Thus ministers, I am persuad»

ed, under every name, professing Christi-

anity, must behold with sorrow their fellow

pilgrims travelling towards an endless eterni-

ty ; involved in things below, and unfit for

those that they ought to be employed in, lay-

ing up a foundation against the time to come ;

that so the)' may lay hold of eternal Life.

For I conceive there are very few, perhaps

none at all, that could entertain a' belief that

they are not immortal.

E 2



54 savery's sermons.

*' If mun is not immortal, God*s unjust/'

bO said one, a pious writer, " to send him in

this world in the condition that we see him,

even in his best estate." For verily, as said

one of the ancient Scripture writers, " Every-

man in his best estate is vanity," take him in

whatsoever condition of life you may. Those

that are in the enjoyment of so much of this

world's goods, that they can compass every

pleasure (falsely so called) that the world and

all its auxiliaries can give, know they no mo-

ments of sadness ? My persuasion is, they

have many. A man of pleasure is a man of

pain ; this may appear a paradox, but it is

no more than true. Those that are lovers of

pleasure, more than lovers of God, are in

every condition of human life, men of pain.

The infirmity of a man's body the spirit of a

man can bear, but a wounded spirit who can

hear ? There are many who can support with

much fortitude and patience, lingering pain

of body ; they can meet death with some ap-

parent degree of composure and fortitude^
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provided always that the sting of death be

drawn, not else ; if a man is in his rational

understanding. For the common infirmities

of a man, the spirit of a man can bear ; but a

wounded spirit v/ho can bear ?

Well, my friends, it is in great mercy that

the Lord wounds us : it is not thou that

woundest thyself. An house divided against

itself can never stand. Dost thou thine own

self condemn thyself ? No : it is as clear as

any axiom in Euclid ; it cannot be, it is im-

possible ; an house divided against itself can

never stand. What is it that condemns,

what is it that disquiets, what is it that unset-

tles and confuses the mind of those that have

been guilty of enormous crimes ? What is it

that causes the murderer to fly from country

to country, and find no rcsting place for the

sole of his feet ; np bed soft enough for hinu

to repose upon ! I say it is Conscience,-^

What is Conscience ? The voice of God, I

say, ill thy soul : this is conscience.—The

pame voice that called to Adam,wh^nhe hacj
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transgressed the commandment of his Crea-

tor ;
" Adam, where art thou r" Adam was

weak enough to conceive he could conceal

himself from Him that had even made the

earth, the sea, and the fountains of waters

!

".Adam, where art thou !" Why he knew

that he had transgressed the command of God,

and he was afraid : " I knew thy voice, and

was afraid." Well, so may every sinner,

great or little ; and know this is the cause of

tlieir fears : " I heard thy voice and Vv^as

afraid." It is in vain, I conceive, for men to

talk of the principles of their education ;—

.

those things are as women's tales ; they ai'c

old as the creation of the M^orld v/c live in ;

and will remain, I believe, until the firmament

shall be dissolved as with fervent heat, and

earth and all that arc therein again dissolve.

This is my faith : and all the wise and all the

good have borne testimony similar to this

;

tliat have written, and that have spoken in the

various ages of mankind; they have' borne

testimony to the Law of God written in their
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hearts. How futile, how weak for men
to talk of divisions and sub-divisions in

these things ! to speak of natural conscience ;

and the same futility in their arguments, in

their lesions, and in those convulsions that

there are when we see the great, awful and

tremendous works of God that appear in the

earth ; to say it is Nature !

—

How futile, for men not to look up through

nature to nature's God, to confuse and con-

found themselves and one another. This is

my faith, and I do not want you to receive it

any further than it may coincide with the best

light and knowledge which God in his mercy

has granted you. I do not want you to pin

your faith upon mine. No : we seek not

man's silver, nor gold, nor applause, nor any

thing that is their's : we call not the people

together to amuse them with fine words, and

fine speeches, but with that philanthropy

which ever ought and ever must accompany

the mind of a true gospel minister ; and will

induce hini (if he has really been benefited b^
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ihe knowledge of God himself) to desire

with ardour of soul that all men may come to

the same experience. I have reason to say,

God be thanked, for mc who was in darkness

as thick as any of my contemporaries, con-

ceraing God, and the things of God, swalloM'-

ed up in enticing pleasures, and vanities of

this life, as much as many of you, and perhaps

most of you, and as far from the knowledge

of that peace which passes all natural reason

and understanding of men, as any could be.

Thanks be to God, who is wise, who never

leaves any of us in ihis state, without com-

punction of soul, from season to season : who

follows us in the night revels, w^ho follows us

into the halls of licentiousness, who follows us

in the midst of our gay career with our com-

panions, and wounds our most joyful scenes

—

this I am clear of : so that in the midst of

laughter I can freely acknowledge, I have

been still sad—because my heart was sad.

" I heard thy voice and was afraid."

Well, my friends, there is a great deal said
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about religion in the world ; men have (shall

I sa)^) hewn out a variety of systems, that

have been strong in their inventions, and va-

rious in the powers which God has given them,

to reason upon, each one upon their ov/n sys-

tem. It is not systems nor opinions—It is

neither high church nor low church that I am
speaking about now. There is but one true

and living church, the whole world over.

—

Men may call themselves what they please

:

the world calls me a ^laker—and thee a Dis-

senter in another form—and thee a member

of the Established ChKrch-^'Bu.t what is all

this ? My friends, these are names, they are

distinctions amongst men : but are they distinc-

tions with God ? Does he know hi^h church,

and iozv church ? Does he descend to inquire

whether thou art a Methodist or a Presbijteri-

wiy thou a Baptist^ thou a Roman Catholic ?

No : But is thy heart right l Art thou sincere

in thy desires to know him and to serve him ?

This is the great point : to know him, and

t.0 knoY/ thine ownself ; the situation in which
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he has placed thee, who is the Author of thy

bemg ; the reason he has given to thee that

Beings and the glory which he proposes to

crown it with, if thou wilt, with simplicity of

heart, live in his counsel, and in his fear, and

avoid those things that are repugnant to God's

purity, with a pure and truly enlightened

mind. Men have too long been tossed about

those things, I am persuaded of it ; aiid a

day, I am glad to hope, is speedily advancing,

when there shall be little heard of it in the

world. The sword of persecution is in a

great measure (through the Lord's mercy)

staid ; and yet there is room for it to be more

closely sheathed. I believe men are coming-

back to think for themselves ; to feel for

themselves as they ought to do ; to inquire

after the truth ; not of leaders of sects or

parties, and of men appointed for to lead them

in a certain way—but to inquire after it wise-

ly—independant one upon another—and de-

pendant only, in \\\1^ point, \\v\o\\ God, the
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fountain of all wisdom and knowledge. (This

is my belief.)

So that, my friends, as I said before, I am
not come among you to gather you to my par-

ty ; but that all men may become so inquisi-

tive for themselves, that they may be joined

to God and Christ in their part. Forthtre

are, I am persuaded in my own experience,

men that I have found, both in this country

and in my own country, (where all men are

free to possess and believe whatever they

please, as to opinions of religion) I say there

are those among the various professors, v/hom

I can embrace as children of one great and

universal Parent, in the truth, as it is in

Jesus.

So it cannot be—it would be contrary to

charity that I should seem to be bigotted to

any party upon earth ; but I want that all men
should search and see for themselves !

" Draw
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh unto you,

as he did in the primitive ages to the primi-

tive believers. He was knovAi of the patri-

F
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archs ; He was known of the prophets ; He
was known of the Apostles ; they knew that

He was in them ; they knew his power crea-

ted all things ; they knew He filled all things j

** He is not far (says the learned Paul) from

any of you, for in him ye live, move and have

youi' being." But he perceived the learned

Athenians, who were exceeding wise in their

day, he perceived that when he passed by

their altar, how dark they were in the most es-

sential of all sciences. " For (says he) I per-

ceive that in all things ye are too superstiti-

ous : for as I passed by your altar, I saw this

inscription upon it
—" To the unknown

God"—and "that God, whom ye ignorantly

worship, declare I unto )'ou." This was the

business of the Apostle amongst both Jew an,d

Gentile ; they were not ashamed to confess

their opinion, yea even in the Athenian courts

among the great philosophers. Yea, many

philosophers, even before the coming of Jesus

Christ in the world, declared to the same di-

vine principle, that I believe would unite al!
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men in the ground and bottom of one substan-

tial ever-enduring felicity.—They declared

(we may read divers of them)—they spoke of

the Divinity, that there was One that enlight-

ened their minds to know good from evil, and

that inspired them to do things that were wor-

thy of their dignity as men and immortals.

—

They frequently testified to that holy princi-

ple, which, after all, is the ground-work c: all

religion in every sort of people ; even in idol-

atrous nations. For Jesus Christ came

not partially to enlighten one, and no other

part : He was " The Word that was in the

beginning ; that was with God, and that was

God"—and that was afterwards made flesh,

according to the will of the Father, who

could as easily have sent him in that body to

every corner of the world (v/e may readily

suppose) and a thousand times more so to

natural conceptions, for ail things are easy to

him as the Creator of the v/orld, and all things

that are therein. But I say, he came to en-

lighten the world with a greater degree of
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light than ever was before:—to bring light and

im'.uortality more abundantly to life in the

worla. And a great and especial favour I ac-

count it to be. And I believe the more we

aro acquainted with the Scriptures, the more

wt shall all be made to acknowledge, they are

a special favour of God to mankind : contain-

ing, in the simplicity of their doctrine, the

most deep and heavenly mysteries ; and sub-

lime beyond all the writings of any philoso-

phers in the world, be they ever so great ; or

any that are called divines : yea, they are sim-

ply, and virtually in their doctrines, truly sub-

lime beyond all the soaring opinions of men !

1 want the present generation therefore to

read for themselves. Search the Scriptures

for yourselves : let no man come unto you,

and s:i)-, " I have studied them for many years

— I have seen them in many languages—and

I can instruct you better than you can be

otJiirwise instructed ;" for depend upon it,

they iiave some end to answer, let them come

and say what diey may. Because tlie same
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eternal Spirit that gave all the mysteries that

ever were revealed to mankind, to the Pro-

phets or the Apostles, or any of the ministers

whatever, remains to be resorted to this day,

the same as in that day ; and the same eter-

nal Spirit must open the Scriptures that gave

them : for nothing inferior to the power that

gave the glorious and blessed doctrine of the

New Testament, can reveal and open them to

thy understanding and mine ; not all the

men of science in the world, I am persuad-

ed : for we see it really and truly fulfilled,

the Lord has confounded the wisdom of the

wise, and brought to nought the imderstand-

ing of the prudent, when they have meddled

with these things. One saying, this is the

true interpretation : and another saying that

is the true interpretation ; and another saying

as it were, I am wiser than thou. Oh,

what confusion has happened amongst the

pool professors of Christianity, wherever this

has been the case ! Nov/, here are some with

the Scriptures in their hands (and, indeed,

r 2



66 savery's sermons.

there Is one got over into my nation, where I

live, that is leading the people by the ear, with

the Scripture in his hand, endeavouring to

prove things diametrically inconsistent with

the very book that he holds forth !) My
friends, how is it, or where shall we find

Truth ? I see the people are scattered ex-

ceedingly by it ; some run for a season after

one man, and they say, " This is the man ;

and now (say they) I have found him ; I nev-

er heard one before like this man :" and in a

few months (they being as unstable as water)

they are cast another wa}- :—and then another

comes and says abundance of line things, who
Is very learned and very elegant, and they say,

*' This man is come to this place, w^e will go

and hear him." Alas, alas ! how this is de-

scending from the dignity in M'hich we were

created, and from the resource which God has

granted ; for " God is Light, and in him is no

darkness at all j" he is the light of the world,

and the life of men ; the hght that has enlight-

ened, and will enlighten, every man and wo-

man that Cometh into the world." So that
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the Prophets, before the coming of Jesus

Christ, could say in confidence, beholding the

glorious days in which we live, and which

some of them desired to see, for many Pro-

phets and righteous Tnen have desired to see

one of these days which ye see, but could not

;

yet with an eye of faith they beheld it afar

off: " Abraham saw my day (says Christ)

and rejoiced :" Why, how could Abraham

see his day, but through the inshining of that

glorious light which gave him to see the

things which God, in the riches of his mercy

and wisdom, was designing to do in the

eaith ? This is the spirit of prophecT)'.

Well, my friends, have we all received a

measure of this hght ? " If any man says

that he has not the spirit of Christ, then he is

none of his. That which is to be known of

God is manifested in man," says the Apostle,

How plain how simple are these doctrines

!

Is it any wonder that the Prophets and the

Apostles, who were inspired of God, should

speak in this manner of the gospel day : That
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we have no need that any man teach us—that

" we have no need that any man should say-

to his brother, or to his neighbour, know

thou the Lord ; for all men shall know Him
from the least to the greatest of them." For

" I will write my law in their hearts, I

will place it in their inward parts ; they shall

be my people, and I will be their God."

Now this is the doctrine, my friends,

which the Apostles preached—and it is the

faith which v>^e contend for. We have no

new doctrine to preach unto the world, but

the same that has past the test of many ages,

the same that the holy men of God continued

to declare both before and after the Apostles,

and that has been confirmed throughout all

the Scripture. This is the faith that the Apos-

tle spoke of, when he made mention what

faith it was that he contended for. He said

he had no need to say, " who shall ascend up

into heaven, that is, to bring Christ down

from thence, or who : hall descend into

the depth, that is, to bring up Christ again



69

from the dead. The word is nigh thee, even in

thy mouth, and in thy heart : and this is the

word of faith that we preach ;" and no other

word of faith can ever be preached consistent

with the gospel of Christ ; and this adhered to,

my friends, would be sufficient to reconcile

all the contradictory differences that are in

the world. They would be taught one and

the same thing—it would put an end to all

evil censuring one another. It would put an

end to all persecutions ; to all prejudices one

against another ; to all boasting one against

another, as though I was more holy than thou,

as if my system was better than thine, and I

was nearer the kingdom of heaven than thou

art—all being taught of this divine eternal, all-

sufficient WoRp. The people would speak

the same language : this I am persuaded of.

But while they remain to be in the manner

that many are, saying, " I am for Paul, I am
for Apollos, and I am for Cephas," and are not

willing to be gathered to be of Christ—for, as

said the Apostle, " Was Paul crucified for
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aiiy divisions in his church ? No ; I con-

ceive not. There can be no rents and schisms ;

Christ and his church being united, they are

one in him. And where they are one in him,

a glorious and blessed unity will subsist, for

" one is your master, and all ye are brethren."

Then there would be no contention for supe-

riority in the church : no such thing ; it

would be impossible. For if any one of you

would be the greatest of all, let him become

the servant of all. This would be the way

to be great in the church of Christ. For it

remains to be the same now that it was in the

days of Christ's flesh ; the way to be the

greatest is to be the most humble ; to be the

most virtuous j to be full of love and charity

towards our fellow-creatures and our fellow-

probationers. I say, this is the only way to

seek true dignity in the Church. There

would be no aspiring after great places and

employments in it. Though I have charity to

believe, that even some who have been called
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dignitaries of the Church (for indeed the

Lord bears with many of our weaknesses and

infirmities) have been zealous and honest con-

tenders for the Faith, as far as it pleased!

Him to enlighten them.. But I am confident of

this in myown mind, that the day is hastening,

wherein there will be one Shepherd, and one

Sheepfold, the whole world over. For this

is the true nature of the gospel dispensation.

But oh, alas ! what does it appear to be in

this day ?—How different from the primitive

state, when it was declared, that, " By this

shall all men know that ye are my disciples,

if ye have love one to another.'''* Well, look

over Christendom at this day : Does the Ma-
hometan behold our light as it shines ? When
they take the Testament in their own hands',

they are as wise to discern as we are ; they

are men of the same powers, and possess

the same faculties to compare things as we do.

Well, what v/ould an honest Mahometan say ?

" Thou endeavourest to convert me to be a

Christinji ; but for what purpose ? Are the



72 SAVERY S SERMONS.

Christians wiser—Are they better—Are thejr

more virtuous than an honest Musselman ?

Give me an instance of it. Do they love one

another better than the Mahometans ?"

Well, my friends, do not be afraid of this

inquiry, it is the way to truth ; it is the way

vre must examine things ; and, as I said be-

fore, it is a day of inquiry : let us not be

afraid of inquiry. Men have been afraid of

bringing things to the test. But I believe it

will not be sufficient to think so long : and I

invite you that are men of freedom, of inde-

pendent minds, search for the truth for your-

selves. Let no man lead you in those things

which God is sufficient to direct and lead you

into himself, who is the fountain of all wis-

dom and knowledge ; who has given thee

powers and faculties to discern thy way, and

to judge what he has called thee into exist-

ence for r w at is thy business in thy pass-

ing through this transient state of being, so that

thou mavest inherit eternal life.
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to enlighten the Heathen, a.id a giory ; aye,

the glory of God, to the ends of the earth

!

How they must look upon us ! For oven

the Mahometans, having the New Testament

in their hands, how must they stand amazed,

when they come to compare these things with

that our great Leader said : " By this shall

all men know that ye are my disciples, be-

cause ye love one another." And are there

any people more at discord ?—Are their any

more at variance either in a private or in a

public national capacity :'—O ! how this has

wounded me !—bear with me, my friends, I

do not wish to hurt any mind present by any

means whatever. If thou thinkest not as I

think, thou wilt not be judged by my consci-

ence : but by the light thou hast received thy-

self. And if thine heart condemn thee not,

then wilt thou have faith and hope towards

God ; and I condemn thee not neither : but

while we are endeavouring to seek after truth,
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do not let us be afraid of coming to the know-

ledge of it.

But, my friends, let us see whereabouts

we arc—If the foundation of God stands

where it used to be ; whether zue are really

upon the same unchangeable foundation which

the Apostles were ? And if we are, then we

may be in the same glorious and holy confi-

dence which they were ; we may rejoice with

a hope that will not fail us in the hour of

death ; and that we shall receive a crown of

immortality, if we ai-e building as they built

;

and if we are adhering to the same ground of

faith which they did. Well then, some may say,

they have examined these things. It will not

do us any hurt to examine them over and over

again. Truth is precious, and no matter

how much time is spent in investigating of it.

For, sure I am, if the Gospel spirit had been

continued to this day, thousands and ten thou-

sands that have died in the field of battle,

would not have died in that way, and the

carnage and devastations that desolated so



7S

many parts of Europe would have been pre-

vented. O the cry of the widows and the ten-

der orphans in the several countries of Eu-

rope ! Ought this to have been ? Or would

it ever have been, if men had kept to the

principle which taught them not only to love

-their brethren, but to love their enemies ; to do

good to them that persecuted them, and that

despitefuUy used them ; that so they might be

the children of their heavenly Father, who

causeth the rain to descend, and the sun to

shine, both upon the just and the unjust.

" Why (some may say) do not talk of

things impossible. Is it possible for a man
to be brought into such a condition as not to

revenge injuries and insults r" I believe it

is ; and that it is the disposition that every

Christian ought to be brought into—not to re-

venge injuries and insults, but to bear them

with patience.

Some may here say, " What, wouldst thou

have us to be cozvards I*" No ; but heroes in

the Lamb's armv. And who is there that
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needs be ashamed to be in the Lamb's army,

to gain the victory i" It would be a thousand

times more magnanimous, indeed, to put up

with httle injuries, one with another, than to

resent them in anger ; it shows a low and lit-

tle mind to do that ; great minds are above

it. And the Christian sees a state exalted far

beyond this, and thr.t we are even called to it,

the very form of our prayer testifies :
'•'' If

thou lorgivest not those that trespass against

thee, (our blessed Lord said) neither will thy

Father w hich is in heaven forgive thee." These

are solid and unshaken Truths, that all the so-

phistry of men will never be able to invalidate.

" Forgive vs our trespasses as rue forgive

them that trespass against i/a"—Who then

can say this prayer, and still continue in a

spirit of revenge ; and say to his brother, an

eye lor an eye, and a tooth for a tooth ; thoa

hast injured nVe, and I will injure thee ?

"Weil, then those ought to be careful upon

wh';t terms they lay their salvation ; for the

ILoi'd is here prescribing the very terms in his
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excellent prayer, '^ Forgive us our tres-

passes, only as we forgive them that tres-

pass against us :" this is the true meaning of

the prayer. No further prayest thou when

thou usest the prayer given by our blessed

Lord himself. But, my friends, though I

do not v/ant to enlarge a great deal, I want

to see the peaceable standard of Righteous-

ness exalted, both in this nation and in all the

nations of the earth ; and that the spirit of per-

secution and destroying of one another might

be entirely done away, by all b^ing brought

down into the meek spirit of the Lord JesuB

Ciirist ; and be, in some measure, as he was,

when he was persecuted even to death, on the

cross. (O how meekly he bore it for our

sakes !—And shall we not bear with one ano-

ther ? I trust all will confess we ought to do.)

He said in the depth of his agony, " Father

forgive them :'' though he could have called

down legions of Angels to those corrupt and

wicked men : yet he said in meekness (which

I believe many have partook of, in a mea*
g2
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sure since that day) " Father forgivet hem, foi:

they know not what they do." And the next

martyr, Stephen, when he was brought to the

gates of the city, and was stoned to death,

he followed his Lord in the same disposition ;

he kneeled down when in the midst of them,

and said, " Lord lay this sin not to their

charge." Having lifted up his eyes to hea-

ven, and petitioned his Saviour to receive his

soul, he at last said, " Lord, lay not this sin to

their charge :" and so saying, he fell aslecj^ in

the arms, no doubt, of his glorious Lord and

Master, whom he followed even to death.

Now, my friends, there is no new law
;

there is no new dispensation. Many of the

martyrs were of the same faith, which they

had attained through God's merc)^, and the

influence of his spirit upon theirs ; i\nd the

same disposition of mmd also. So that when

they were led forth in the days of persecution,

which the church was persecuted with, O
liow meek did some of them deliver up their

souls to God, and their bodies into the liands
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of their wretched persecutors ! There were

some hundreds of them who fell a sacrifice

to their faith and belief in God. How pious,

how calm do they go out of the world ! Not

reviling because they were reviled : By no

means. Not giving abuse for abuse, but con-

trariwise, blessing their persecutors. This

was the condition of those, knowing (as the

Apostle said) they were thereunto called, that

they might also inherit a blessing.

Well, my friends, these are so many monu*

ments of God's adorable mercy and power :

and the same God reigrieth over ^11 in this

day ; and he is as able to support us in the

faith once delivered to the Saints, as he was

in that day : and I trust, those that are

earnestly concerned to inquire after it, will

know it to their comfort, without the aid or

assistance of any man whatever. God is as

sufficient for these things now as he was in all

the generations that are past. It only wants

application of mind—Serious solemn medita-

tion, and contemplation upon the things of



30 .savery's sermons.

God ; then all would know the Truth; and

abiding in it, they would all be made preach-

ers of Righteousness in their several situati-

ons in the world. Aye, one of those that was

persecuted, when she was brought before her

persecutors to answer for her faith, was nev-

ertheless furnished with that wisdom which

confounded the wisdom of the v/ise that v/as

amongst her persecutors ; so that they

thought she had answered wiser than them

all. And a certain little maid, when many

were brought forth to the stake, was brought

before her persecutors, they said to her,

" And what can you say, my little maid, for

your faith r" Why, said she, '^ I am not able

to contend for Christ ; but I am able to do

more : I am able to suffer for Christ.*"

—

Now, my friends, I am persuaded this would

be the condition of all of us ; by inward, sol-

id, reverent inquiry after it. Then you

would not be astonished to see people sit

down in silence, either in their ov/n houses,

or in the Assembly of God's people ; so that
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God would condescend to be with them^ and

enlighten their minds. For " if any man

lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth

liberally, and upbraideth none." O may the

God of all mercy, wisdom, and power, hasten

this day ; enlarge the love of professors of

Christianity one towards another : throw

down all the walls of opposition, which were

built up in the day of departure from the

fountain of living water ; and bring us again

to drink at Shiloh's stream ; that all the her-

itage may drink at the fountain itself ; and

the world once more rejoice in knowing him

to reign and to rule over all ; whose ri^ht; it

is, and ever will remain.
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Thefollowing Prayer and Sermon were deliv-

ered at the Meethig-hoiisc of Friends^ at the

Borough Nexu Market^ London^ on First-

day evenings Seventh Month S\st 1790

—

Taken in Short-hand by fob Sibly,

O THOU great adorable Being, who art ex-

alted in Goodness, and Majesty, and in Pow-

er, beyond all finite comprehension, who

dwellest in the light whereunto none can ap-

proach thee, but as thou art pleased in thine

adorable mercy to open an access to us ; and

though Heaven is thy Throne, O God, and

Earth is thy footstool, yet we remember that

thou hast promised that thou wilt condescend

to look down upon the poor, and upon the

contrite, and those that tremble at thy word.

O Thou, unsearchable in holiness, and glo-

rious in power, we pray thee to look down

upon the present congregation this evening,

with an eye of compassion and divine pity.

Thou beholdest all men wheresoever they are

scattered upon the face of the whole earth.
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with an equal eye of mercy, and thou hearest

the prayers of all those who draw nigh unto

thee with sincerity. Be pleased, O God, to

cause thy animating presence to be with us,

to bring the minds of all the people into an

holy solemnity before thee. We know, O
God, that no man can promote thy glorious

cause, of Truth and Righteousness in the

earth, but as thou art pleased to be with him,

and to furnish him with the necessary quali-

fications for the great and important work

whereunto thou art calling thy servants and

ministers. O blessed Father, forsake them

not, but be pleased, as in generations that are

past, to pour forth thy Spirit upon thy minis-

ters, that, in that wisdom which thou art

pleased to grant from season to season, they

may go fprth in thy name, with the Word of

Reconciliation and Faith.

O Lord, Thou hast many souls that are

wandering up and down this great and popu-

lous country, who are seeking after thy glori-

ous and blessed rest, which thou alone canst
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lead them into the enjoyment of. We hum-

bly and reverently pray thee, O God, to

draw the minds of the people more and more

off from thy ministers to thyself. O gracious

God, unseal the fountain whereat thy Pro-

phets, thy Apostles, thy servants, in all gene-

rations, have so freely drank and been filled.

Cause those that hunger and thirst after

righteousness to be more and more filled at

thy bountiful table ; that so, Father, there

may be among all ranks of the people, more

of the knowledge of thee, and more of an in-

crease in following after thee in the way to

everlasting rest.

O God, thou seest how weak we are ; hoi^

surrounded with infirmities, how blinded

with prejudices, how turned aside by a vari-

ety of fluctuating opinions ; cause, we pray

thee, thy holy uniting Word to be read more

and more in the hearts of the people. Sound

the alarm, we pray thee, yet louder and loud-

er to them that are at ease and forgetful of

thee : that so, Father, there may be many
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more brought to drink at the fountain of thy

Goodness and Mercy, and with reverence of

soul to acknowledge that thou art go.>d, and

worthy to be worshipped here, and to be

obeyed and served by ail the workmanship of

thy hands. O gracious Father, proclaim a

sign in this assembly, while with one accord,

in humility of of soul, which thou hast grant-

ed us, we may draw nigh unto thee, and offer

up at this time for all thy former mercies,

and for thy present mercies ; and gather us

together in this manner, O Father, ascribing

unto thee glory and honour, thanksgiving and

praise, which are thy due, both now and for

evermore.

SERMON VI.

THERE are some weighty and interesting

expressions which we find in the Revelation

of Johuj* that appear to be my duty, since I

last took my seat, to mention in this assem-

bly.

* Revelations, xiv 7. 8*

H
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" And I (John) saiv another an^el fy in

the midst of hewoen^ having the everlasting

Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the

earthy and to every 7iation^ and kindred and

tongue^ and people^ saying xvith a loud voice.

Fear God and give glory to Him: for the

hour of Hisjudgement is come ; and -worship

Him that made heaven and earthy and the scUy

and the fountains of voters,
''^

Now John, we find, calls this the everlast-

ing Gospel ; which seems to be comprised in a

very short and compendious manner ; which

no man in all this congregation, I trust, can

be at a loss to understand. And though, my
friends, we may be something various in our

opinions concerning modes, nianner and forms

of worship, yet I believe there are very few of

God's rational creation any where, either

amongst those who are professing the name

of Jesus Christ, or those that have not been

favoured to be acquainted with the Gospel as

we are, but are sensible, that to God belongs

glory, honour, and worship ; who behold hira
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jaS the great and universal Parent, the glori-

ous, blessed, and all-wise Architect of the

universe, and all things that are therein, and

that sustains all things by the word of his in-

vincible power ; for the same almighty crea-

ting Word that brought all things into the glo-

rious order in which we see them, that said,

let there be light, and there was light—No
man can dispute but he at his pleasure also

could again say, let there be darkness, and

there would have been darkness :—Again,

let the heavenly luminaries depart from their

appointed spheres, and let all things resort to

their primitive rest, and it would undoubtedly

have been done. So that he is not only the

cause of all things, but the gracious support-

er, daily and hourly sustainer of all that he

has made, without whose blessed providence

there is not an ear of corn nor blade of grass

could possibly have been produced. So that

my friends, a daily dependance upon that God
who created us—all his creation calls for, and

with every solid and reflecting mind it wil^
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naturally produce an offering of worship, ado-

ration, and praise ; and I am glad in believ-

ing, my friends, that here are in this large

multitude a considerable nuriiber who worship

Goa in spirit and in truth ; though differently

educated, and of various opinions in things

of little importance, but in the great, impor-

tant, and essential point of every man's duty,

speak the same language ; and I believe, my
friends, this is the case both with the nations

that are called refined^ and with those that

are termed barbarians. God has placed his

law in the hearts of all men ; he has written

there the great and essential duty which he

requires at our hands, and under every name

and in every nation, " tlietj that fear God and

-work rig-hteousjiess (so said the Apostle) are

accepted of A?;??." So that, my friends, he

makes no such distinctions as many of us

poor, finite and weak creatures are apt to

make ; he does not confine acceptable wor-

ship to this nation, to this particular sect ov

opinion, nor to this particular island ; but I
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believe there are prayers ascend to him as

sweet incense before his Holy Altar, both in

the wilderness of America, and in the dark

abodes of Africa, and in all the corners of

the earth, wherever there are sincere and up-

right souls.

Well, my friends, this must certainly arise

from some extensively and universally diffu-

sed principle in the souls of men, that with

one common consent they agree in the great

fundamentals of all Religion } this must be

something more—even the infidel, if he con-

siders, must allow it is something more than

human policy. Well, what is it then ? What
is it that prepareth the heart thus acceptably to

offer unto God ?—What is it that teacheth all

men that He ought to be worshipped ? Why,

it is nothing more, nor any thing less than the

same eternal all-creating Word, who filleth all

things, and is as intimately near to and inde-

pendent of us, as the very air we breathe ;

*^ for (said the Apostle) He is not far off any

one of you ; neither can he be ; for in hxm
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we live, move, and have our being.*' There-

fore it was that he exhorted them to " seek

the Lord^ if haply they anight Jind hhiu'^

Well, my friends, this is the great business of

every Gospel minister ; to labour to bring

people here—to seek for themselves ; to seek

the Lord, if haply they may fir;d Hui—Who
IS not far oif any one of you ; who is both

with you, and in you, and without whose

animating power thou couldst not exist one

moment ; neither could any man think a good

thought or do a good action, except the Lord

be with him. This is my faith. So tliat, my
friends, it has taught me to get rid of all those

narrow distinctions which many have been

making, and which some are yet industrious-

ly endeavouring to build up between even the

followers of the blessed Jesus ; who ought

always to be united—always in harmony—al-

ways ONE IN HIM. But, for my own part,

having now for a number of years endeavour-

ed to seek the Lord impartially for myself,. I

have known him iu this way j I have learned thft'
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Cospel In this way. For I have been clear in

my opinion, that all the inventions and works of

men, by their fallen wisdom, have only scat-

tered the spiritual sheep in Jacob and divided

thera in Israel ; and have split the Christian

church into so great a variety of names, and so

great a variety of forms. For indeed we find

many of them are rooted in prejudice one

against another. Therefore the inquir\' of this

day seems to be, not so much, is it the truth

that these men hold ; but is he of my name t

—or what 7iame does he hold ? this seems to

be the foolish inquiry of many, who can accept

little or nothing except it comes from those

who are established in the same opinion, and

within the bounds which they have built, and

called after their own name among men.

But, my friends, my belief is, that the Lord

IS arising in the earth, to put an end to these

divisions and distractions in his church ; to

bring down all those who have been exalted in

their imaginations, in supposing that they only
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were the people of God in their form and in

their manner^ and reject all others.

O ! how far off from that benevolence of

soul which the Christian religion inspires, ap-

pears faith of this kind ! And yet there are

some remaining even in this enlightened day^

who suppose and believe, that without the

pale of their particular church there can no

man be saved.

But whence cometh these opinions ? why I

believe the Lord originally sowed good seed

in his church, but while men have slept in car-

nal ease and security, an enemy has entered,

scattered and divided them, and sown tares

among them. Now, for my own part, it ap-

pears to me to be the gr^at work of ever}''

diligent shepherd of our Lord Jesus Christ, to

labour to bring all men back to the foundati-

on—to the one true and everlasting fold. To
remove all those opinions that have kept the

world at variance so long—even in those that

have loved God with sincerity of heart, in

their different professions among Christians.
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how afraid of coming into the company of

one another—how they have shunned one

another ! Aye, my friends, can this be agree-

able to the glorious and dignified Gospel of

Jesus Christ that we profess I No : I trust

no man will believe it can. Well then, the

great inquiry ought to b{ , is there not one

universal guide—one holy, divine, and im-

changeable principle, by which we may all

again be gathered into unity i Is there no

such thing as Truth in the earth I I believe

there is ; and that all men may find it too^

who are studiously desirous so to do—wha
prefer the knowledge of the truth to all things.

else—who are making every secondary con-

sideration give way to their obtaining it ;

and when they have found it, to live in obedi-

ence to it. This is the sincere heart's inqui-

ry among all the various names ; that God
will be pleased to teach them the way of

Truth, and establish them in it. So that

ihey shall all sj)eak the same language, that
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ihere may be no diversity of opinion in the

ground and foundation of their beUef. For

this holy principle is one—it teaches plain,

simple, and easy doctrine ; comprised within

a narrow compass, it docs not confound and

confuse the world with variety of mystical opin-

ions, which are hard, or which it is impossible

to comprehend. But the Truth upon which

glory, immortality, and eternal life depend, is

plain, free, and simple : " To know Thee
the only true God^ a/z^ Jesus Christ wAowt

thon hast aent^ is life eteriiaL^^

Well, my friends, how shall we know this?

where shall we find it i—how shall we be as-

sured that we are really in this knowledge,

and in this faith I why, I think, if men

—

I speak now in much charity, for I do not

boast of my own attainments, but what I feel

and believe to be true from my own experi-

ence, and which appears to me to be consist-

ent with the doctrines both of the Old and

New Testamcni, that I am not ashamed to de-

clare, though it were to thousands and ten thousi
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ands ; for I say from the very beginning

there was an eternal principle—thcrt was

an holy unflattering and unchangeable

GUIDE placed in the souls of men, which if

they had attended to, all men would have

been led safe. " It is shewn to thee, (says

the Prophet) O man, ^vhat thou shouldst do,

and what the Lord thy God requireth at thy

hands ; to do justice, to love mercy, and to

walk humbly v/ith thy God."—It is shewn

to thee what is good.—These are the forci-

ble expressions—to " do justice, to love

MERCY, to walk HUiMBLY V/ITH THY GoD."

And her^ I believe is the ground work and

foundation of all religion. Can any man say

it is not shewn to him, without the assistance

of ministers, or any human learning, without

the assistance of men learned in the schools,

men of science, men of many languages, or

men of profound education—we can attain

the knowledge of these saving truths, which

are so essential for us to know, believe and

practise ? So that ao man has any occasion,
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by any means whatever, to go inquire of his

neighbour, or of his brother, concerning these-

things. So that, my friends, though indeed

we have invited you here, and are glad of

your company to sit down in this manner,

we seek not any thing that is yours, but ijou

only to God, not to ourselves—not tp this

and that opinion ; but that all men may come

to the divine, eternal, and unchangeable prin-

ciple in themselves^ that would teach us in all

things, the same that is spolien of in a varie-

ty of passages in Scripture ; and yet in this

day so much neglected ; the same that our

Saviour promised should be with his follow-

ers to the end of the world ; even his own

eternal Spirit, the Spirit of God and Christ.

This is the Ruler, the Director, the glorious

and blessed Regulator of all diings* With-

out it the Scriptures could never have been

given. Because by it all the men of God
were inspired to behold the light God had

granted them concerning the things thereof i

and by it all men are cnlightenedj more or
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less. For Jesus Christ is " the true light

that enlighteneth," not only those that have

read the history of his life, death, and sufFer-

ii;igs ; his glorious and unparalleled mira-

cles and divine doctrines ; but also those that

have never heard of the name of Christ.

So enlarged is my opinion concerning the

equality of God's ways. And the Scripture

amply and fully justifies this opinion ; for

Christ is called, not only the light of his own

followers who believed on him, but the true

" light, that enlighteneth eveiy man that com-

eth into the world ;" be they of what namxC,

of what distinction, or nation they may.

—

And this light^ (says the Evangelist John) is

come into the world : But the reason why

men continue under condemnation is this,

(says he) " light is come into the world, but

men love darkness rather than light, because

their deeds are evil :" they are not willing to

bring their deeds to this glorious touch-stone,

this test that would try all manner of actions,

Christ in you, the hope of everlasting glo»

I
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ry ; in which the primitive believers were

settled, and found here their rest.

Here, from the beginning, the Church of

Christ was built ; upon this Holy of Holies:

and everlasting Word of Christ and of God ;

speaking, directing, teaching, and leading

them, wheresoever they should go. And if

men had abode under this, it would have

taught them all the same thing ; it would

have preserved those that have called them-

selves Christians, as well as all other men, in

harmony and unity. It could have made

neither rents nor divisions. No ; no such

thing : It would not have told thee one thing,

and me another. By no means. But this is

the language it would have proclaimed in thy

heart and in mine, that " The work of Right-

eousness is peace, and the effect thereof is

quietness and assurance for ever." Now, is

not this written upon every man's conscience?

Yes, I am persuaded it is. And I have

heard the wild inhabitants of America declare

this was the truth ; and thev found it inscrib-
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ed upon their hearts (according to their own

expressions) by the finger of God's spirit

himself, namely, that the work of Righteous-

ness is peace, and the way to be happy in

this present life, and to be eternally happy in

the world to come, is, to obey his voice ; to

work Righteousness ; to be upright in heart

;

to do those things which, by his law written

in them, he had made known to them they

ought to do : and this divine principle I want

more to come unto. But men have been too

long bewildered in following one another in

darkness and.confusion : this is my faith, and

I believe no man among us can say but this

is the case.

We must (if ever we are brought back)

come to the foundation and corner-stone

whereon the first Church was built. We
must go to Christ ; we must leave our depend-

ance upon man, and come to the Fountain,

For the same declaration may indeed be put

to thee, and the expression will hold good

with respect to far too many in this day, that
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was expressed concerning the Jews,—** My
people have committed two great evils, they

have forsaken me- the fountain of living

waters, and they have hewn out to themselves

broken cisterns that can hold no water."

—

Well, my friends, I am assured that many of

you assent to this, that of all the systems and

inventions of men, be they ever so specious,

or maintained with ever so much pomp or el-

oquence ; these do not, nor cannot bring one

soul to Christ. It must be something beyond

all the powers of men ; it must be by his own

eternal power, if ever we are brought to ex-

perience the glorious and blessed rest prepar-

ed for those that love him. For no man can

come to the Father but by Christ ; and " no

man (said he) can come to me except my Fa-

ther draw him." If Noah, Job, and Daniel

were here, they could save neither son nor

daughter's life ; they could only, through

God's grace, and attention to his inspeaking

Word, be instrumental to save their own

§ou1b.
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ther, or by any means direct him after safe-

ty, but this holy, internal, unchangeable*

guide alone. Are there any persons present

who say, " this is strange doctrine r" Well^

my friends, if it is strange doctrine, it has

this to recommend it at least, that it is not

new : it is as old as the Apostles days, and

as old as the Prophets days, in former dispen-

sations. But I believe life and immortality

were in a more marvellous manner brought to

light by the revelation of God, through Je-

sus Christ. Therefore we need go no further

back than the New Testament ; for by the

doctrine therein contained, we hope and be-

lieve we are to be saved. Is not this the case ?

Yes I believe it is. Well then, my friends,

let us see whetlier we live up to this .doctrine*

Let us see whether we really are what

the primitive churches were. Let us fmd

whether our belief is rightly founded, or

whether we depend merely upon h<ear-say.

• Tis not upon the hear-saij opinions of men ;
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Vis not from the works of the learned, nor

from the speeches of eloquence, but upon

something that we feel within. For I be-

lieve this must finally be the case, if evev

we are prepared to join the host of heaven,

the redeemed and saved of God. We must

know the truth in ourselves. Christ is the

way, the truth, and the life ; and he told us

this before he left the world. He told us

plainly that he that is w^ith you shall be in you.

Is there any doctrine more clear than this ?

" He that is with you shall be in you : and lo

I am with you to the end of the world. And
if I go away, I will pray the Father, and he

shall send another comforter :" that is, in

another form. He shall send the Spirit of

Truth, who shall lead and guide you into all

truth. Well, here is a safe direction, and an

unchangeable directory too. He shall send

you another comforter, even the Spirit of Truth,

who shall lead and guide you into all truth i

who shall take from me, and shew it to you,

^nd shall brin^ all things to ^^our remepi-
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hrance. Can there be any plainer doctrine

than this ? I believe many of you, my
friends, assent to the truth of this, and that

this is the way in which we ought to inquire

after the Truth as it is in Jesus ; we ought

to come to Him himself : we ought to retire to

that holy uniting Word which we have receiv-

ed : for (as said the Apostle) ye have no need

that any man teach you. Why then are there

so many teachers in the world ; and maintain-

ed at so vast an expense ? Why do so many

take so much pains to qualify themselves to be

teachers of the flock of Christ, if this is real-

ly the case ? And I trust, my friends, you will

be candid enough to say, Certainly it is. You
have no need that any man teach you, but as

this same uniting Word teaches you, which

is Truth. I trust I am surrounded with many

tender hearts, and many charitable Christi-

ans, who have been seeking the truth for

many years ; why then, my friends, you

jnust come to this divine teacher before evei
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yoii can be favoured with the knowledge of

the truth.

I verily believe no man will ever come to

the knowledge of the truth in any other way.

Thou may'st explore volumes after volumes,

and spend much time in reading of many pious

books, and experiences of many favourite

men of God. I do not despise inferior helps.

The Scriptures are excellent : they are much

more so, and worthier to be held in greater

estimation than all the books in the world.

But the Scriptures point only to that holy, all-

powerful Word, which indeed gave all the

Scripture. The whole tenor of tlie Gospel

doctrine is to bring men there—to settle them

upon that foundation, where they maj' build

with safety—to the teachings of the holy

and blessed spirit of God within them, I

know this is a doctrine too much exploded.

How unjust ! how derogatory to the good-

ness and mercy of God, to send thousands

and millions of thousands into this world,

with powers and faculties to conceive that
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there is immortality, and to believe that there

are glorious rewards in the world to come, if

he had left us no other guide to go by.

Now some will say, " We have the Scrip-

tures to go by." Do we not see enough of

this ? Truly the Scriptures do direct us to

this glorious principle with in us, yet how do

men turn them to every purpose ! one learn^

ed man starts up in one quarter of the nation,

and he says, " here is a portion of Scripture,

and I assure you it means so and so ;" and

another declares with equal learning, with a

great deal of study, and with abundance of elo-

quence, " my friends, it is so and so, this way

you must believe ;" and there is one even

gone over to the country of my nativity, who

with the New Testament in his hands, is lay-

ing the axe by his arguments as much as is in

his pcwer to die vtry root of the Christian

Religion. This is my faith, that he is de-

stroying the foundation whereon it is built, and

yet pretending to bring his doctrine from the

Scripture. But what will not sophistry do ?

What has it not done ?—

O

I the evils it
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has produced in the world. But I trust nei-

ther this man, learned and wise as he may be

in the world's estimation, nor any other, will

ever be able to sap that foundation which

God has laid in Sion, nor to rob you or my-

own soul of that glorious hope and blessed

consolation in the redemption and mediation

of our dear Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.—

.

God forbid it should : and I trust it will not.

The Lord will by his o^vn light and power,

dispel every cloud and darkness that shall

arise to cast up a mist before the eyes of the

professors of Christianity.

But to return. I want you, my friends,

it is my most earnest labour wheresoever it

may please God to take me, throughout his

vineyard, to get people, if possible, to build

upon a foundation, that those various opinions

of men will not be able to shake. I know

that there is a foundation where all those vari-

ous and contradictory opinions of men may

butt against the honest and sincere-hearted pil-

grim's dwelling, and not be able to shake it.
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This I am persuaded of. Verily there is a

Rest for the people of God ; there is some-

thing whereon we may build safe ; that is, in

Christ ;
" Chri st in you the hope of glory."

O ! that you may seek to him ! God is no

respecter of persons : He will teach all men
himself: he will manifest his mercy equally

to all men : he rejects none : he makes none

of the distinctions of high and lov\^, rich and

poor, that we poor weak beings do. No

:

he is equal in his ways and just in all his do-

ings : and those that come to him he will in

no wise cast out. For " there is no differ-

ence (says the Apostle) between the Jew and

Greek ; for one God over all, is rich unto all

that come unto him ;" rich to all that seek

him ; and so he remains to be.

O my friends, were you to adhere to these

plain and simple truths, it would prevent a

great deal of confusion in the world ; it would

bring about a different face and appearance

among the professors ofChristianity, from what

wenow behold in Europe 5 it would put an end to
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all dissentions ; it would put an end to all envy*

ingone another ; to all false, to all evil speaking,

and even evil thinking one of another. This I

am confident of, if it was adhered to. For

Christ and his glorious dispensation, is not a

dispensation of strife and dispute : for when he

came, there was even uttered by the Songs of

Angels, " Peace onearthy andgood-xvillto mtn»'*

And he declared, that, " By this shall all

men know that ye are my disciples—-if ye love

one another." And so y^e may as reasonably

conclude, that by this shall all men know that

ye are not Christ's disciples, if ye hate, de-

vour, and destroy one another. It is as clear

to me as the Sun that shines in the firmament.

He was the Prince of Peace ; of whose Gov-

ernment the Prophet Isaiah declares there

never should be an end. O my fellow Chris-

tians, let us w ith all our souls draw nigh unto,

and seek for his holy power to influence our

hearts j tha he may bring us into the bond of

Christian charit}-, and of holy and blessed uni-

on one with another j that he may destroy all
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tkat seeks to blow up nations and kingdoms

into confusion—and that seeks to bring dis-

tress upon individuals, nations and countries

!

Do not we behold the ravages of War?
what has it done even in this nation, where

the sound of War has only been heard?

How many weeping widows ? How many

tender parents has it lately deprived of their

support. It never would have been so, I am
persuaded, if the professors of Christianity

had kept to their fiarst principle. No man can

believe it, I think, with the Bible in his hand

:

which forbids in our Lord's express v/ords

our saying in this glorious day, " An eye for an

eye, and a tooth for a tooth." Yet alas ! Is

it not the language too much used among us ?

*' Thou hast injured me and therefore t

will injure thee :—Thou hast spoken evil of

me and I will speak evil also of thee." But

ought it to be so ?—Ought we not rather to

suffer injuries, as the primitive believers did,

without murmuring; without complaining?

they received them all with meekness, as.
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their holy and blessed Redeemer did before

them ; who even when he was about to quit

the body by the hands of cruel men, did not

he set us a glorious example, even towards

hi^s last moments, "Father, forgive them,

says he, for they know not what they do!"

He that had power to call legions of angels at

his command, meekly in this manner addres-

sed his father.

" Well : (but some may say) Is it really pos-

sible to come into this spirit of forgiving of

injuries—to bear insults, without even re«

turning and retorting again :" Why yes : I

verily believe the Gospel Spirit would lead

us into all this. "Why then, (some may
say) Wouldst thou have men to be cowards V^

No, by no means. Cowards where they ought

tobe cowards, tobe sure—afraid to do evil; but

magnanimous heroes, under the service and in

the service of the glorious King, the Lord Jesus

Christ! Because the Lamb and his followers

will finally obtain the victory. O then, my
friends, let us with one accord, atldto our faith,

works. It is a glorious and blessed faith ; But
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if thou add not to thy faith, works, is there a

probaability that thou wilt reap the glorious re-

ward ? what is it that our blessed Lord pro-

nounced to those that distinguished themselves

with works of mercy, with works of benevo-

lence, and works ofpeace, v^^ho lived in the peace

of his divine and holy religion, which he had

given them to observe, '^ Come, ye blessed oi

my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for

you before the foundation of the world, i

was sick, and in prison, and ye visited me. I

was hungry, and ye fed me« I was naked
^

and ye clothed me. I v/as a stranger, and yc

took me in, to comfort me. Come, ye bless-

ed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared

for you, from the foundation of the world."

Now, it is this kingdom that I want you,

my friends, all to inherit. To be so prepar-

ed against the awful summons, which is ap

proaching to us all, that we m.ay look forward

without dismay ; that we may be favoured

with that hope, which will be as an anchor to

the soul, both sure • pnd steadfast^ for r hat*
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ever we may have promised to ourselves, in a

moment that thou knowest not, " the Son of

man cometh ;" thy days here may be few ;

'' dust thou art, and to dust thoushalt rctuniJ'^

Earth's highest station ends in, " here he lies :"

And, " dust to dust" concludes her noblest song.

SERMON VII.

MY religion teaches me this—and it is the

.grand ruling and fundamental point upon

which I desire to rest my salvation : that is,

to endeavour to have " a conscience void of of

-

fence ^ both towards God and man.^^

I desire not to offend any of my fellow-trav-

ellers in the way to the kingdom ; far be it

,fiom me. I know fhat there is great indul-

.gence one towards another. We have been

variously educated, we have had various pre-

judices in our miitds, and nothing but the di-

vine illuminating power can make them sub-

side so as we might have charity one towards
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another. I believe there are some of the

Lord's true Church in every name and among

every nation ; and that there are not only

tJiese who are professing the same faith with

me, and who worship God in silence as I do,

but also in other professions there are those,

who in sincerity of soul offer up their prayers

to God. This I desire to believe wherever I

may be.

I am here in this island at present : but am
going to the continent of Europe. I seek not

my own, the Lord knoweth ; nor the ap-

plause of men, nor any thing that they can

give ; but a quiet and peaceful conscience :

and that I may be made in some small degree

instrumental to induce some to enter into that

holy bond of everlasting union and harmony,

which shall go with us beyound the grave.

This is the great and most important work that

I have now to do among you—aye, it is all

—

and for which I have left my peaceful home,

andmy endeared connections—that so if possi-

ble I might be an instrumcTit of uniting my fel-
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low professors. O ! then, that we may look

upon one another with that charity which ever

ought to distinguish all the followers of Christ

:

for I believe there may be followers of Him
in manj^ forms that I have not particularly heard

of at present. But through the divine mercy

I believe I have found him who was tvpified by

all the types and figures that v/ent before Him,

Jesus Christ, the Son and Sent of God : and

that all men may find him to their comfort

here, their peace, their settlement of mind,

and their everlasting rejoicing in the world to

come.

Seek him, then my friends, impartially: en-

ter into your closets : do as the noble Berc-

ans did, v/hen they heard the doctrine which

the sen^ant of Jesus Christ delivered to them,

they searched the Scriptures diligently to see

whether these things were so : and the Apos-

tle said " these were more noble than those of

Thcssalonica, because when they heard the

truths of the Gospel, ihey searched diligent-

ly ;" they did not let them pass by unnoticed,
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as it were in at one ear and out of the other,

but searched diligently to see whether these

things were so.

I believe that if this were the case with

some that are now present, they would indeed

be made wiser than some of their teachers :

though I believe I have fellow-labourers in

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, among the various

professors, under every Christian name, yet

I believe, and with all the chanty I can attain,

that there are far too many who have entered

into Christ's church with sinister views

;

that are making it a living and a competency

for support in this life, more than preaching

the Gospel for Jesus Christ's sake. Yet I

say, I believe I have some faithful brethren

in the ministry, who labour with all their

powers to exalt the glory of God upon the

earth ; and to bring people into that condition

wheron they may lay hold of the kingdom of

God.

Therefore, my friends, let no man judge

me ao u sectarian. X wish your everlasting



116 savery's sermons.

happiness : I wish all our increase in that

wisdom which is from above ; that so as we

advance in years and the time draws nigh

wherein we must lay down this mortal and

perishing body, we may through the mercy

of God be gathered to himself, and through

his love which is unspeakable, be with the

saints and angels, glorifying and praising

his Name, for ever and ever, world without

end.

FINIS.

J. Uakestraw, riiiuer.
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